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magic number
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Tellurium Q Statement Il interconnect cables

Before | discuss the Tellurium G Satement 1L ket me start with a hypothetical situation for you to ponder. You
have been manufacturing a range of audio components, which have over the years picked up nuMerous
awards from publications around the globe. Your ultimate range, which you have with some chutzpah named
Statement, has audio reviewers and the buying pubkic grasping for superlatives. Do you at that point decide @)
to hire a competent individual to overses the continuing guality of manufacture for which you are known and to
make sure that orders are fulfilled in a timely fashéon, and take you and your partrer for a well-eamed high end
hobday or (o) stay at home running the existing business while spending every other availabie hour playing with
ways to make your award-festooned Statement products even better? The answer, if you are Geoff Mermrigan,
head honcho at Tellurium G, s, and will always be, (D

At his inviation | visited his design studio in Somerset a few months ago, where he played me both RCA and

¥LR interconnect versions of the original Siatement range, using his reasonably high end system. The latter
uses T&A electronics and pair of Vimberg floorstanding loudspeakers and between them they produce a most
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A few weeks later a box amrived, containing a pair of the original Statement RCA intercornects and a new pair

of what were marked as Siatement I Also incluged was a pair of Statement Il XLR terminated interconnec

L

When the cables arfived the system in place was my Linn Sondek LP12, an early 90s copy which was almost
completely rebuitt for me by Gullifords in Exeter using Tangerine Audio hardware and more modern Linn parts.
It carnies the oniginal lttok arm to which is fitted my Dynavector X X2 cartridge. The phono stage was my Gold
Mote PH10/PSL. My venerable Yamaha CD-53000 SACDYCD player and DAC provided the digital side, with
our TV plugged into its optical input and the Auwralic Aries Mini into the coax input. The amplifier was the
Moonnver 404 Reference. The lowdspeakers were my own Harbeth Compatc7ES XDs, connected via Tellurium
3 Ultra Black |l loudspeaker cable.



Listening to the RCA interconnects

| started out with the original Statement interconnects running from the phono stage to an appropriate input on
the amplifier. As has been my habit for some time now | stiarted with Dave Alvins Eleven Eleven, which despite
repeated plays continues to captivate me. As the opening chords of Harlan County Line filled the room, | was
deeply impressad by the sound and when Alvins gruff baritone came in there was a palpable sense of the
musidans being in the room with me. | let the stylus track across that first side and in the space of three songs |
was totally immersed in the music. The cicking of the run-out groove brought me back from Texas to Devon.

Switching the criginal Siatements cut and instaling the Statement lis | cued up the same record and retumed 1o
my kstening seat. | had changed no amplfier settings and yet here was Harlan County Line sounding better
than | have ever heard it. The delineation between the instruments was more pronounced but not at the
expense of coherence, and then the vioice was there. Actually it was here, n front of me, just a few fest away. |
felt that | was in some Kentucky roadhouse, surrounded by miners and country people, all absolutely silent as
Mr Alvin todd us his stories. The Statement lls were the only difference from the first spin of the record, so | had
to attribute this added realism and authenticity to them. it had been fascinating to hear the differences in the
TG studio, but if anything it was even more noticeable and imgressive in my own home system

COMPUTER AUDID DESIGN

| spent a couple of days playing records through this system, with my usual reasonably eclectic mix of classic
rock, modern pop, symphonic and choral classical music and was absolutely delighted with all of it My much
played 1969 pressing of Colosseum's Volentyne Suite (W01 - the first ever release on Vertigoy bounded nto the
room all guns blazing. This has been a firm favourite since | bought this copy on release but | cannot recall
hearing it sounding quite this good ever before, and | have played it on some very high end systems over the
years. Here Jon Hiseman's drum work really shone through (it was his band of course, but all five musidans
have their moments of glory on this prescient mixture of progressive, blues and jazz-rock fusion In its day it
opened my ears to all those genres and it i5 most cer@ainty still valid today.

| then switched my focus to the Yamaha SACD player. As with the vinyl replay | started with the original
Statement nterconnects, and selected the SACD version of Pink Floyd's magnificent Wish You Were Here. It
was so good that my intention to stop it after the first twio tracks was forgotten and | thoroughly enjoyed the
whole aloume | then swapped in the Statement s and played it through again. And guess what? It sounded
even better, which | had hoped it would but nonetheless was delightad. Somehow, Mr. Memigan has devised a
way to allow even more of the music to be heard without sacrificing anything in the process.



Statement Il RCA conclusion

Unsurprisingly, Mr. Merrigan is very reticent about what he has done to imgrove on the award-laden oniginal
wersion of these nterconnects, but whatever it is, it warks. If you have investad in the Mkl version and are now
feelng the Lrge to upgrade my advice would be to do it if you hawve the financial means. However, before |
heard the latest version | thought the original Satement sounded absolutely terrfic, and | would very hapoily
live with those. But because Geoff eschewed that luxury cruise and instead invested untold man-howrs in
improving it, only audition Statement lis if you can afford them. You have been warned!
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