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Atacama Evoque 60-40 SE2 £199 per shelf
Some hi-fi enthusiasts might contend 
that the support you use for your 
equipment is of secondary importance. 
To these cynical or inexperienced folk 
we say, let these shelves show you the 
error of your ways.

Those curved sides aren't just for show. 
They help to reduce the build-up of 
internal standing waves, something 
reinforced by the shaping of the cut-outs 
on the underside. To deal with vibrations, 
each leg is decoupled from the shelf it is 

attached to, and has an internally mounted 
weight that controls resonance. They are 
terminated by rounded brass spikes for a 
degree of grounding between layers.

We're struck by how much more agile 
and dynamic our electronics sound when 
used on the Atacama. There's more detail, 
coupled with greater separation between 
dense instrumental strands. Dynamic 
expression, precision and rhythmic 
coherence are better too. And we 
absolutely believe that’s worth paying for.

Atacama Moseco 6 £120
Since we first reviewed them back in 
2014, the Atacama Moseco 6s have been 
our favourite budget speaker stands.

They're a classy pair of stands thanks 
to the neat, minimal design. The two 
metal columns - one filled for better 
stability, one for cable management - 
and the bamboo bases ensure a rigid 
build and sturdy support.

With a variety of speakers placed on 
top (from the ATC SMC 11s to the KEF 
Q350s), these Atacamas allow our 

system to flourish by letting the speakers 
deliver their best in terms of punch, 
detail and rhythm. We're impressed with 
how weighty and dynamic these stands 
make our system sound.

There's texture to basslines, a twang 
to guitars, and expressive (if slightly 
forward) vocals. Overall, it's a very 
enjoyable performance.

These elegant stands will bring out 
the full potential of your stereo 
speakers, and for not too much outlay.

■ Goldring E3 £99
The Goldring E3 is superbly realised 
moving-magnet cartridge, and hence has 
occupied this slot for more years than we 
care to remember. It will work well with 
the majority of affordable turntables, 
tracks securely at a typical 2.0g and is 
available in a fetching shade of violet.

It's an impressively rounded 
performer, delivering the bombastic 
opening to Beethoven's Ode To Joy with 
all the control and power the piece 
demands. It’s an organised sound, one

that can keep track of myriad 
instrumental strands without losing its 
way; but there's also plenty of dynamic 
punch and scale with music such as this. 

The Goldring E3 also has a decent 
serving of attack and a surefooted way 
with rhythms. A high level of refinement 
keeps even aggressive recordings 
listenable and the sound it delivers is clear, 
informative and fun. The perfect 
complement to a mid-priced deck, the E3 
is once again a What Hi-Fi? Award winner.

Ortofon Quintet Blue £359
In the world of affordable moving-coil 
cartridges, the Quintet Blue is king. Given 
a suitably capable system, we have no 
doubt that it will impress.

Listening to Orff's Carmina Burana, the 
Ortofon responds with a clean and crisp 
presentation that brims with detail. The 
organised sound captures the bristling 
energy of the piece beautifully.

It handles the music's frantic dynamic 
swings with composure, and we're 
impressed by its refinement and ability to 

render treble textures too. Switching to 
Nirvana's Nevermind, the Ortofon 
responds with enthusiasm, punching out 
the basslines with glee and no shortage of 
passion in Kurt Cobain's vocals.

The Blue is a secure tracker at the 
recommended 2.3g. The presentation's 
even tonality and pleasing sense of life 
mean that we don’t feel the need to play 
around with the tracking weight one bit. 
When it comes to this type ofcartridge, we 
can't think of an alternative we prefer.
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